


The time beacon was the key 
lo travel between wor/ds. and 
every race m the Ga/axy 
wantod d no matter the cost 
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Travelling The Galaxy at hyper speed was a dangerous business. It meddled 
with the laws of time. Navigation became a nightmare of errors that allowed 
ships to slip out of their time slots, never able to return. It was no use 
travelling somewhere fast when there was no chance of finding your way 
home again. So space travel remained a slow affair until Earth scientists 
developed the Time Beacons. Fitted into a Galaxy-wide network of satellites 
they allowed fast, safe travel. Earth alone held the secret of the Time 
Beacons. It was a secret coveted by other races, and resulted in ... 





TOTAl DEFENS1VE CAPABIUTY. IT COULD DETECT 
AND DESTROY AN AGGRESSOR A LIGHT YEAR 
AWAY. 
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BUT SOMETHING WA5 IN TRANSIT— 





OUR COMPUTED TIME OF ARRIVAL 
“ IS A DEMI-UNIT. LEADER. 











EXCELLENT! EVEN THOUGH OUR SENSORS ARE 
BLINDED WE CANSTILL FIND THE BEACONS. 


THE INVADERS WERE INSIDE THE STATION'S DEFENCES BEFORE A SINGLE MISSUE COULD BE FIRED. 




l?Sv 







I .... 




















8 



EACH BEACON HAD A SMALL FORCE OF ASTRAL MARINES, WHOSE TASK WAS TO FIGHT IN 
JUST A SITUATION. \\\ \ LJJ-»---^ 

. \\ v \\\ 'Ml / SMOKE THE QAZZ! GET THROUGH TO 1 yy 

sv\\ V k THE COMMANDER'S CONTROL ROOM. S' /y 
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' THE SITUATION'S DESPERATE. 
THEY VE ATTACKED AT A DOZEN 
vjPOINTS AND HAVE SPLIT OUR 
—r DEFENCES. V I *■ ^ 
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THEY'RE OBVIOUSLY APTER THE BEACON, 
SIR. HAVE WE DESTROYED IT YET? 


NO! THE AUTO-DE5TRUCT IINKAGE 
HAS BEEN BROKEN SOMEWHERE 
AND THE BACK UP WAS SWITCHED 
v OFF WHEN THE STORM STARTED. 
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STERN MOVED TO A SERVICE SCREEN. AND 
FIASHED A MAP OF THE STATION, v 1 1 f 
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A SYSTEM OF NARROW INSPECTION TUBES THREADED THE STATION TO CARRY INSPECTING 
ENGINEERS ON SMAIL " MOlE " TRAINS. \ V' ' V* \ V _1. 


I'M GOING TO SURRENDER IN TEN 
MINUTES — OR WE'll AU BE KILLED. 
THAT'S HOW LONG YOU'VE GOT TO 
GET RID OF THAT BEACON. V 




THAT'LL BE PLENTY 
OF TIME. SIR. 
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THAT IS IF NO ONE'S BLASTED 
A CHUNK OUT OF THIS SUBWAY 
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IF WE DESTROY THE BEACON IT'LL TAKE A YEAR 
7 TOBRINGANOTHER ONE HERE! ] - 
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YEAH! !T 5EEMS A PtTY TO WRECK 
IT WHEN WE COULD FLY IT OUT! 


WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT? 
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THE BEACON WAS FITTEO INTO A SHIP 
TO BRING IT HERE. THE STATION WAS 
^¥7 BUILT AROUND THE SHIP. V ^ 
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MY ORDERS ARE TO GET RID OF 
IT. AND SPACING OUT WITH IT 
tWOULD COMPLY WITH THAT 
*■' . _ .y ORDER! TV-f 


WE'LL HAVE TO BLAST THROUGH 
THAT MAGNETIC STORM ... AT TOP 
SPEED. 1F WE RE IN IT LONGER THAN 
A COUPIE OF MINUTES IT'IL DRAIN 
THE COMPUTER'S MEMORY BANKS. 
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BUT THE QAZ2 WON'T 
BE ABLETO TRACK U5. 
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AS THEY ClOSED THE AIRIOCK THE QAZZ FINAllY BURST THROUGH INTO THE BEACON CHAMÖER. 
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THEY WON'T NEED TO TRACK US IF 
WE DON'T GET OUT OF HERE IN A 
T HURRY! T-—' 
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WHERE ARE THÉ CONTROLS? 


THERE AREN'T ANY. HTS COMPLETELY_ 

^COMPUTER CONTROLLED. YOU JUST TELL IT 
T WHAT TO DO! 
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THEY BROKE THROUGH THE STORM INTO THE WEICOMING PEACE OF OPEN 


THAT'S WH AT I CAU A1UCKY BREAK 
WHAT'S THE COMPUTER'S MEMORY 
^■nLOSS? 


they'll beclear ofall 
INFORMATION IN AMINUTE. 
























[DO THAT, AND SEE IF WE CAN RE 
c PROGRAMME the COMPUTER. ] 


THEY'RE GOING TO CATCH US 


J TOO LATE, SIR, THE 1 
OAZ2HAVE FOUND U5 


SWITCH TO HYPER SYSTEM! 
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IT'S DANGEROUS TO GO HYPER-LIGHT. 
WE'D SLIP THROUGH INTO DIFFERENT 
*7 TIME LINES AND COULD GET LOST 1 
- 7 FOREVER-JTV 




< V 


" •>» 


SS 






f WE GO JUSTUNDER HYPER-UGHT. A 
( THEY'LL HAVE TO PASS IT TO CATCH US. ) 
? THEN WE KILL THE ENGINE AND * 
WITHOUT OUR BEACON THEY'RE CERTAIN 
-—7 TO JUMP SEVERAL TIME LINES. T—^ 
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BARRIeVtoTlIP WERE IN AS THEY BROKE THE T,ME * 

dakkicR TO SLIP PAST A DOZEN GALAXIES — LOST FOREVER! v - .• 




FIRST WE'LL HAVE TO OVERHAUL THI5 
SHIP. AND WITHOUT SPACESUITS THAT 
■ MEANS finding A suitable PLANET. 

• "50 FIND US AN EARTH TYPE PLANET, 
COMPUTER. UNINHABITED AND PUT US 
~~-r DOWN. . 


THAT'S THE LAST ANYONE 
WILl SEEOFTHEM. 


WE'VE SLIPPED INTO A DIFFERENT 
TIME LINE OURSELVES. BUT WE'RE 
NEAR ENOUGH TO OUR OWN FOR 
THE BEACON TOGUIDE US BACK. 
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LOOK AT THOSE 5HIP5 DOWN THERE 


TAKE US OUT OF HERE. COMPUTER! 


IT'S NOT RESPONDING AGAIN 
WE'RE GOING DOWN. Y? 


SHIPS WILL HAVE SPOTTED OUR BEACON 
-r 5IGNAL5? 1- 7Z&F - 


SOME HOUR5 LATER THE 5HIP DROPPED TOWARDS THE ICE-BOUND 5URFACE OF A 5TRANGE 
PLANET _- 

/do YOU THINK THE REST OF THE QAZzV ■ , . , 


J VE5, BUT WEU HAVE LANDED AND 
SWITCHED OFF BEFORE THEY CAN FIND 
US». T-TT? 
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THE SHIP RASSE O HIGH OVER THE STRANGE 
SETTIEMENT AND MADE A LANDING ON AN 
ICY 5EA A HUNDRED MIlES AWAY. 


S IT'S LANDING U5 ON THE ICE.^ 
LET'S HOPE IT'LL TAKE OUR WEIGHT. , 
































SCUM OF THE 


( KYROID KILLERS 

V GALAXY — THEY'RE ABOUT THE < 
Ir WORST NEIGHBOURS WË COULD L 
HAVE. THEY'D DO ANYTHIMG T OGET 
r— r HOLD OF A TIME BEACON 1- 
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EARTHMEN — HOW 
DIDYOU FIND US? 


WE SLIPPED A COUPLE OF TIME LINE5 TO 
GETFREEOF THE AUTHORITIES.. OUR 
“-7 SHIP WENT DOWN. ] -""" 
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THEN YOU CAN'T HELP US OUT 
OF THIS TIME IINE? WE’VE BEEN 
HERE FOR TEN YEARS! ' 


' NO, BUT IF YOU COULD HELP US 
<GET DOWN TO OUR SHIP WE > 
y- COULD RAISE IT. ON THE 
^ COMPUTER BANKS ARE THE *- 
CO-ORDINATES THAT COULD FREE 
k - 7 - US. 


THEY WERE ORDERED INTO THE BACK OF THE 
ICE MACHINE AND BEGAN THE JOURNEY 
BACK TO THE SETTLEMENT. 


WE CAN DO TWO THINGS. WE CAN 
T MAKE CERTAIN THE BEACON'5 ^ 
DESTROYED OR WE SIT IN IT AND j 
BROADCAST FOR HELP! 1^ 
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SATARK, THE KYRIOD LEADER WAS TOLD THEIR STORY .. 


VERY GENEROU5 — WE'LL HAVE TO GET BACK 
TTOTHESHIP! kX- 
































THE MERCENARIES WERE NO MATCH FOR THE 
DESPERATE EARTHMEN. 
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THAT MIGHT SLOW 
THÊM DOWN A BIT. 


I THINK WE'VE GOT A RUPTURED 
FUEl UNE. OUR SPEED'S \— 

^- 7 HROPPINr, OFF r-S 


THE MOBILE LIMPED AWAY 















THE DELAY WAS LONG ENOUGH POR STERN TO REACH THE SPOT ABOVE THEIR SUNKEN SHIP 
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THE AIRLOCK DOOR'S EXP05ED 


SO FAR, SOGOOD! 


J APART FROM THE ENGINE, SHE 1 
MUST BE MORE OR IESS WORKING 




WITHIN MINUTES THEY WERE INSIDE THE SHIP. 


BUT WH AT DO WE DO NOW? 


WE SIT AND WAIT. WE ONIY JUMPED 
y ONE TIME LINE AND OUR PEOPLE 
VSHOULDBE ABIE TO HOME IN ON ) 

-T us.t-——' 
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ONLY THE REMAINING ONE5 FROM 
THE STATION. THE ONES THAT < 
FOUOWED US MUST HAVE SHOT 
THROUGH TOO MANY TIME LINES i 
EVER TO BE SEEN AGAIN. 


AND SO SHOULD THE QAZZ! 
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THE BEACON'S BEEN WORKING 
FOR SOME TIME NOW — SO IT'5 
A TOSS-UP WHO FINDS US fIRST! 
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SATARK'S JUST WAITING FOR THE 
FORCE FIELD TOCOUAPSE. 


HE MIGHT HAVE TO WAIT DAY5. 
t WE>RE SAFE ENOUGH IN HERE. 
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WE'VE GOT TROUBLE. THE 2__ 
COMPUTER'S PLAYING UP AGAInT' 
THE FIELD'5 DEVELOPING A HOLE > 
WHERE THE ENGINE BLEW. T~^ 
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TELLTHAT computer TO 
qKEEP the field up. 


IT'S NO USE. CAPTAIN. THE FIEID'S 
COLLAPSING AT THAT POINT. 
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OUICKIY AND EFFICIENTIY THE QAZZ TOOK 
THE BEACON ON BOARD THE1R SHIP. 


.. . AND DEPARTED. 
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'WE WERE iN TRANSIT ON ESCORT DUTY WHEN THE STORM 
CLOSED YOUR BEACON. WE STORPêO AND WAITED FO« IT TO 
> CLEAR. WHEN YOU STARTED BROADCASTING FROM A *< 
[ DIFFERENT TIME LINE. OUR CHIEF FIGURED SOMETHING WAS 
^ T WRONG AND ORDERED U$ TO INVESTIGATE * 
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LIDE TO THE SPACEMEX 7 


Russian Air Force Major Andrian Grigoryevich Nikolyev, 32, was pilot 
of Vostok 3 on August 11, 1962. The mission lasted 3 days 22 hr. 
22 min. In 1964 he married the first woman in space, Valentina 
Tershkova, and on June 1, 1970 flew Soyuz on a 17 day 16 hr. 58 min. 
50 sec. mission. He plays a major role in the Soviet space programme. 







